
Bowater Paper Mill

The earliest history of paper making dates back to 1708. By 1912, The 
Sittingboume Paper Mill became the largest mill in the world employing some 
1200 people and producing 1200 tonnes per week. In the lead up to the Second 
World War, the demand for paper was significantly reduced and the mill was 
turned over to the production of munitions' transportation carriages and "drop 
tanks” which were made of paper and resin. After the War, there was a major 
restructuring of the mill and the Bowater Mill was taken over by the Finnish 
company, Metsa Serla in 1998 but the plant was subsequently closed in 2007 
despite massive investment.

Fig 11 Bowaters Sittingboume Paper Mill

42

Isle of Thanet Geographical Association 
60th Anniversary Edition Thanet Panorama 

The first Six Decades

http://www.geography.org.uk/download/GA%20IOT%20History%20booklet.pdf

http://www.geography.org.uk/download/GA%20IOT%20History%20booklet.pdf

